History of the Ming Dynasty).
In this context, useful European knowledge was considered, at best, novel by the Chinese Confucian elite. Overall, very few took it seriously unless such knowledge served the empire directly to make public goods better for China's traditional economy. European knowledge and instruments were strictly limited to almanacs (astronomy), water control and cartography (geometry). (汤若望, 1592-1666) . 13 The Ming project 9 G a e t a n o P i r e s P e r e i r a (毕学源,？-1838), a Portuguese Jesuit who died in his post as the Director, was the last foreigner employed by the Imperial Observatory. 10 Those Jesuits who became officials were in the minority. Also, they depended heavily on the support of Chinese scholar-officials who were able to appreciate their technical knowledge and skills, meaning that they had to find their opposite numbers in the Qing bureaucracy in order to prise the door ajar.
Apart from those highly specialised fields of study such as mathematics and astronomy the Jesuits lured the horse (Qing society) to where the water was. But they could not force the horse to drink. So, 28 His fast-track promotion eventually got him into trouble. He was imprisoned on death row in 1664 after the death of Emperor Shuizhi, but Emperor Kangxi (康熙 r.
1662-1722) pardoned him in 1669.
judged by the end result of knowledge formation, dissemination and impact, they were qualified as 'marginal movers and shapers knowledge' in China. They were at best ordinary knowledge-providers instead. Through his life, Xu always kept abreast of science and technology (Wan G. 1963; Shi S. 1963; Hu D. 1985:175-93; Wang Yianjun 1987; Bernard 1973:67-93; Bray 1984:64-9 1910  1890  1870  1850  1830  1810  1790  1770  1750  1730  1710  1690  1670  1650  1630  1610  1590  1570  1550  1530  1510  1490  1470  1450  1430  1410  1390  1370 In addition, public goods were better provided by the Qing than that of the Ming seen from the scale of the Qing disaster aid (revealed in Figure 1 and Table 1 ). Considering that the Qing had in all 1,672 counties, 49 the empire was covered times over by the aid undertakings during the Qing. (see Wu G. 1993: 118-19) . This system embodied the Chinese view of East Asia, as illustrated in Figure 2 . Here, the capital city of the Zhou régime was considered the centre of civilization with its immediate domain of 500 li in radius ( (2) geography, (3) mathematics (extraction of a root, algebra, and logarithm), (4) geometry, (5) physics, (6) chemistry, (7) Finally, the Westernisers also took a shortcut by importing ships and arms from Europe (and later Japan), which accounted for 55 percent of all naval ships in the new Qing navy (Table 4) . whole official class determined to restore China's international position '. 98 Overall, China was reported as having firepower that could vie with the most powerful nations in Europe. 99 Soon, the new navy began to show off in foreign and international waters. Table 5 contains the main events of its overseas tours. On the 1886 and 1891 tours, the fleet had 2 cruisers accompanied by 3-4
frigates. 100 These tours demonstrated the sailing range of the fleet. an ultimatum to establish a concession in the coastal Zhejiang Province.
After sizing up the Italians, Qing officers convinced the Imperial Court that the Qing navy was fully capable of defeating the invaders. The Italians withdrew empty-handed.
C. Final remarks
During the Ming-Qing period, there were two patterns of knowledge diffusion from Europe to China. The first was a Jesuit-centred top-down pattern. It proved to be very slow. From the year Matteo Ricci arrived in
Beijing in 1601 to the Opium War in 1840, the Jesuits' efforts at very best reached the Imperial Court circle but more or less were confined to the ivory tower. For two and a half centuries, knowledge from Europe failed to make a significant difference in a society that was submerged in
Confucianism and was obsessed with a competition for the best behaviour in a neatly woven structure. Among many things, it did practically nothing to help China's national security. This observation implies that China did not have the necessary conditions to develop its indigenous capitalistic industrialisation.
Capitalism and industrialisation had to be introduced from the outside.
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